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Fulneſs of r 


IN THE 


3 of G 0 D. 


eee SM r. 
PSALM XVI. verſe 11. 


In thy Preſence 15 Falneſs of op ; . af 
thy riches Hand, there are ldd for- 
 evermore. | 


i is s the i Option of our belt 

Expoſitors, that King David 

4 uttered this moſt excellent 
bf Song, in the Name of Chriſt, 
of whom he was a Type. 


\ 
| 
q! 
J 
Au 
4 


palm is interpretaed by St. 


Peter, in the 2 d of the Ads, verſe 31. and by: 
St. Paul in the 13th, verſe 36 & 37. not only 
to have reſpect unto the Son of God, but to be 
his own Language to his heavenly Father. 
Thou we net leave my. Soul in Hell (ſaith 
he 


And the 10th verſe of this 


' * 
* The Fulneſs of oy 


VVV 


he to God) 1. e. Thou wilt not ſuffer me to 
lie for ever in the Grave, well knowing the 
Time he ſhou'd abide there; nor ſuffer thy 


= holy One to ſee Corruption, which is the com- 


mon State of all Men after Death; even Da- 

vid himſelf ſaw jt, faith the Apo oſtle; from 
whence he clearly argues, That * words 
cou'd have no Relation, or Reference to Him 


at all. 
The laſt verſe of this Plalm wherelg you 


will find my Text, begins thus, Thou wilt- 
eu me the Path of Life, i. e. as St. Matthew 


words it, The way that Jeadeth unto Life, 
which God communicated unto our Saviour 


that He might  ſhew it .unto Men. In *. 


Preſence, ſaith he, is Fulneſs of Joy, 


e. xy right Hand, (which is the Scat of _ 
EN e there are TRE or evermore. f 


Whither this lat verfe, 28 well as others in 
this Plalm, are applicable to Chriſt only, 1 


5 ſhall not at preſent diſpute; my real Opinion 


is, that the Prophet ſometimes ſpeaketh- of 


| himlelf, and ſometimes in the Name of Chriſt ; 


but be that as it will, it matters little to us. 
In the words I have made choice of to be the 


ſudbject of my Diſcourſe, I do obſerye theſe 


_ Things, 


Fir, That the Ha oplneſi of the other 


World, which is that which we call Hea- 


ven, is in the immediate Preſence of GOD. 
. Secondly, F- 


— 
— — — — — n——o—_— 
— ———̃ (H — —— 


| in the Preſente of GOD. 3 


9 Secondly, That the Happineſs, which is 
| there enjoyable, is intirely Perfect 1s 
thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy. 


* 9 mm That it is Perpetual, and will have 
1 no End: And at thy right Hand chers 
are Pleaſures Jer ever more. 


| . And Firft, The Happineſs of the other 
> 5 5 World, which is that which we call Heaven, is 
| in the immediate Preſence of GOD. — 
| Now 1 hope here are none, who have 10 
mean a Notion of God, as to imagine He is 


. | no where Preſent but in Heaven, which is a 
| 


—_— * 
— = * 


Place ſuppos'd in Condeſcention to our Capa- 
cities to lic far above the Starry Orb. You 
muſt know the Divinity cannot be confined: 
| 600 cannot be circumſcribed in any Place, 
” The Heaven of Heavens cannot contain Him, 
| faith Solomon, (which implys an infinite extent} 
8 much leſs this Houſe (ſays he) that I have 
11 built, ſpeaking of the Temple. Were it 
| 8 poſlible for the 8 to continue it's Mo- 
tion for a thouſand Myriads of Years, with its 
|  _ tiſual ſwiftneſs and rapidity, even then it wou'd 
1 ind it ſelf within the Arms of it's Creator, 
1 and the bounds of the Immenfity. De not 1 
./ Heaven & Earth, ſaith 60 B. ? Pom 
1 whence we may affure our ſelves, that we can 
have no ſecret Sufferings, no Oppreſſions 
v neee 0 the e in his Omni- 
Treſencc 
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kx cannot take Notice of. No miſerable 
Lagarus can be concealed. from his Eye, and 
no uncharitable Dives ſecured. from his Hand. 
This David was very ſenſible of, and acknow- 
ledges: to GOD, Pilal. 139. ver. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
' MVhither ſhall I go from thy Spirit ? ur whis 
uber ſball I flee from thy Preſence * If I a- 
 feend up into Heaven, thou art there: If I 
 #nake my Bed in Hell, behald, thou art there. 
I table the Wings. of” the Morning, and 
dwell in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea 
Even there ſball thy Hand lead me, and 
Thy right Hand ſhall. hold me, &e. From 
whence we may learn that Gods Reſidence in 
ven is by no. means excluſive of His Re- 
7 ſidence elſe- Where. Tis true, Heaven is His 
Throne, the glorious Seat of His Majeſty, His 
Palace from Everlaſting; but then the Earth 
is His Footſtool, where He is Preſent, and in- 
_ deed viſible too, in His hinder, and lower 
Parts, (4. e.) in His Power, and. Works of 
Providence, as, well as He is in Heaven, in His 
Majeſty and Glory. Indeed whilſt we are in 
the Fleſb, we know but little of Heaven, and 
| of Gods Reſidence there; and if we will 
| know, more, we muſt look into our ſelves, and 
Is am perſwaded, we ſhall ſee more of the Deity, 
and of Heaven too, ( if the Divine Spirit be 
there) than we can diſcern by any outward 
Halte whatſoever : and I believe more of 
Fell too, if, inſtead of the Divine, there dwells 5 
5 wounded Spuit. L will not pry too far into 
thoſe 1 


In the Preſence bf G O D. + | 


thoſe Arcana Dei the Lamb muſt not wade 


in that unfathomable Deep, wherein the Zev;= 


athan, it he pleaſes, can take his Paſtime. We 

- ought all of us to be content with what GOD 
himſelf has revealed about this, and indeed all 
other Myſteries, and to let his Illuſtrations - 

15 5 only be the meaſure of our Faith: And Idare 
tay we may learn enough to fatisfy us, that 
Heaven, be it where it will; isa very glorious 
Place, infinitely ſurpaſſing that viſionary Diſ- 


_ cription; which St. 70% n has given us of it, in = 


the 21ſt, and 22d Chapters of his Revelations, 
And 1 John, ſaith he, ſaw the Holy City, the 
new and heavenly Jeruſalem, Chap. 21. ver. 2. 
which ſhineth with the Glory of GOD, clear 
as Cryſtal, fee Fer. 11. whoſe Buildings were 
of pure Gold, like gliſtering Glaſs, Fer. 18. 
Whoſe Walls and Foundations were of precious 
Stones, Ver. 19. whoſe Gates were ſo many en- 
tire Pearls; and the Street of the City was 
paved with pure Gold, like tranſparent Glaſs, 
Ver. 21. where is no need of any Sun, becauſe 
the Lamb is the Lamp, that giveth it a large 
and glorious Light, Ver. 23. From whoſe Seat 
ſtreameth a River of Water of Life clear as 
Cryſtal, Chap. 22. 1. and upon the Banks of 
it, is planted the Tree of Life, which continu- 
ally yieldeth both Phyfic, and Food, Ver. 2. 
where is no Curſe, Fer. 3. no Night, Ver. 5 © 
no unclean Thi Ty 21. Ver. 27. but Foy : 
Throne of GOD, and of the Lamb, Chap. 22, 
Fer. 88 his Serrants {hall {ce his Face, 4 er. + 
an 
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5 T7 be Fulneſs of Fo, 


and * Him, Ver. 3. and reign forevermore, 

Vier W hich Deſcription ( tho' it be viſio- 
nary.) ſafficiently makes good my F:r/{ Obſei- 
vation, That the Happineſs of he other World, 

which is that which we call Heaven, is in the 
3 immediate Preſence of GOD. 


1 proceed now to my Second Obſervation, 


5 which! is, 


That the Happ of Heaven, or the Plea- 


fare ariſing from the Preſence of GOD, is in- 


tirely Perfect, and wants nothing to compleat 
the Joy both of the Body, and of the Soul. 


For we, as ; Chriſtians, being tought to bes 
lieve, that the Body after Death muſt rite 
again, and participate "ith the Soul, either in 

_ Blifs, or Miſery, may reaſonably ſappoſe, with- : 
out any Prejudice, that there are Pleaſures in 
. en peculiar to Both. 


Now that the Body may be compleatly 
: Happy in Heaven, theſe things willbe Nenn, 


Fir, That it be able to behold he Face 
of G O D, and to bear the weight of 
_- Glory, which proceeds from the Viſion 
_of Him; and this it cannot do here, 


and live. . 
. Secontlly, That it be le to perform 


its heavenly. Work without Wearineſs. 
N | mY os Thirdy, 


— 


4 


in the Preſence of G O D. 7 


7 hirdly, That it be able to a& fieely w ith 
the So, in it's higheſt Operations. 
Fourth, That it be free from all manner 
of Sickneſs, Infirmity and Pain. 
And /aſily, That it be failed, as immortal, | 
as the Soul, 


The Firſt Thing neceſſary to compleat the ; 
Body s Happineſs in the other World is, That 


it be able to behold the Face of GOD, G. 
If you remember, when Aoſes deſired of GOD, 
who had ſhewed him many ſignal Marks of 


his Favour, to have a fight of his Glory, as a 


_ fatisfying Sign, that his Preſence ſhould go 
with him, and help him to conduct his Peo- 


ple into Canaan, GOD preſently let him 


Know, that what he ask d was too great a mat= 
. for him; and, if granted, wow d prove de- 


ſtructive of his Life. No Man, ſaith he, z. e. 
no Mortal can ſce my Face, and Live; which 
is a plain intimation, tho' we cannot lee Him 


here, while we are in the Fleſh, yet we ſhall 
ſee Him after Death, not only in His hinder, 
or lower Parts, but, as St. John faith, Face to 


Face, i. e. as perfettly, as we ſee one another. 


Tis true, it is {aid of Jacob, That when he 


wreſtled with God, he faw Him Face to Face, 


7. c. he ſaw Him in that Shape God was pleaſed 
to repreſent Himſelf; for it cannot be under- 
ſtood of His ſpiritual Majeſty, the perfect Vi- 
Hon of which is not in this Life, but in the 
other. Very likely St. Paul, as he was going 


Rx: to 


Dre 4 7 
— 


3 -The Falneſs ff, 


to Damaſeus, ſaw as it were a Glimpſe, a few 
Rays of this divine Glory, the Brightneſs of 
which he was not able to bear, for it took away 
his fight for three Days time. St.Peter,Fames 
and John, at the Transfiguration of our Lord, 
were ſo overcome by the Brightneſs of His 
G ory, that they knew not what they faid; 
Ptier was preſently for building; the Weak 
Apoſtle little thinking he could not bear to 
dwell there. Our weakneſs is ſuch here, that 
we are not able to bear the Brightneſs of Gods 
Preſence, and therefore 1t is reſerved, as the 
Pountain of all our Joys, for the Life after 
this. For then dur Bodics will be free from all 
Weakneſs and. Inability ; then we ſhall be 
able to look on that Lig bt, that is now inac- 
ceſſible, and to which, he A ofile tells us, No 
Man can approach, 1 Tim. 7 16. Then it is, 
That the Righteous ſhall ſhine forth, as the Sun, 


in the Kingdom of their Father: their Bodies 


Will be very glorious, faſhion'd like unto the 
glorious Body of our Redeemer; for as He 


comm inicated with us in Nature, ſo ſhall we 


comm inicate with Him in Glory. Thus, 1 
hope I have ſaid enough to ſatisfie you in this 
7 Point „That the Bodies of the Saints, when they 
are raiſed unto Life, will be able to behold the 
Face of G OD, S. 


The Second Thing neceſfary to 3 the 
Bodies Happineſs in the Life after this, is, That 
ir be able to perform its heayenly Work with- 
our 


Rev. 4. 8. 


in the Preſence of GO D. = 2 


ont Wearineſs, which here ( God 155 ) it 
cannot do, How ſoon are we fatigued with 
holy Exerciſes? how 1900, and wearied are we 

before they are over? and I am afraid there 
are too many that enter into the Sanctuary, if 
one may gueſs by their Behaviour there, that 
do as it were Worſhip to God in Pain. But when 
We artive in Heaven, it will not be ſo; there 
it will be quite otherwiſe: there will be no 
| heed of any Aaron, or Hur to bear up the Hands 
of the Saints ia Worſhip, there we ſhall never 
be weary of praiſing GOD; in Heaven, it will 


be our Meat and Drink to cry , Holy, Holy, Holy 


| Lord God Almighty And this we ſhall do 
without Laſſitude, or Intermiſſion; for Nee 
tells us, this Service ceaſes not Day, nor ight; 


The 7 bird Thing neceſſary. to eomplens 
the Bodies Happineſs in Heaven is, that it 
be able to aq freely with the Soul i in its 
ſublimeſt Exerciſes. In this preſent Life, 
the wiſe Man obſerves, and very truly too, 
that the Body is a Clog to, and even preſſeth 
down the Soul, hinders it from acting accor- 
ding to its Nature, and keeps it in a great 
rage ok Subſervient to it ſelf, Very likely 
St. Paul was out of the Body, when he was 
caught up into the third Region, and heard un- 
ſpeakable Words, Which he tells us were not 
lawful for Man to utter, for his Body, in its 
Mortal State,as it Was chen! in, was unmeet, and 
in- 


The - Fulneſs of Foy © 


incapacitated to accompany the Soul thither, 


The natural Body muſt be raiſed a ſpiritual 
one (I don't mean a Spirit, for that cannot be) 
before it can act in a ſpiritual manner : It's 


corruptible Matter muſt be purified and refin'd, 


become thin, and aerial, before it can act with 
that Swiftneſs, and Agility, as it neceſſarily 


muſt do to keep Pace with the Soul, when it 


waiteth on the Lord; otherwiſe I cannot ſee 

how it can meet Him in the Air when He 

comes to Judgment, and afterwards accompany 
Him into the higheſt Heavens; fax the Pro- 
phet aſſures us that their Motion thither will 
be very ſwift, they ſhall Mount up with Wings 


as Eagles, Iſai. 40. 31. 


The Fourth Thing neceſſary to compleat 
the Bodies Happineſs in the celeſtia! Pa- 
lacie, is, That it be free from all manner of 
Sickneſs, Infirmity and Pain, What wou'd a 
Man give, or rather what wou'd He not give 
for ſo deſirable a Priviledge in this preſent Life ? 
to enjoy a Conſtitution for Seventy, or Eighty _ 
Years together, ſubje& to no Diſtemper, liable 
to no Infirmity, and free from every Malady 
that may be painful, or uneaſy. I am apt to 
believe, if ſuch a Jewel were to be purchaſed, 
that almoſt every Man wou'd be ready, but 
particularly thoſe who hardly know what 
Health is, like the Merchant in the Golpel, 
4% ſell all that they have to buy it. But alas, 
this Privilege is not attainable here. As long 
N : TA as 


on EE % 


. * 


in the Preſence f GOD. 1 


as our. frail Bodies continue in their Mortal -| 
State, they will be ſubject to Sin, and conſe- 
quently fſubje& to Sickneſs, and Pain. But 


when this Mortal bath pur on Immortality, it 


u ill not be ſo; when the Body ſhall not be ſub- 


ject to Death any more, it can never be ſubject 


to the Inſtruments of it. It will feel no more 

tze Gripings of Hunger, and Thirſt, for the 
pPßpirit of God aſſures us, Rev. 7. 16. That it 
ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt any more. 

| Nay, every Defe& of Nature, with the uſual 
Infirmities of Sickneſs and old Age, will be 
ſupply'd, and repair'd in Heaven, for there the 
Prophet aſſures us, That the feeble Knees ſhall 
be ſfirengthen'd, the Lame ſhall Leap as 4 


Hart, and the Dumb ſhall Sing. No Gout, 
or Stone will be ever heard of there; for St. 


Fon tells ears will be wiped from 
four Eyes; and 
laſtingly ceaſe, which they proceed from; for 
there will be no more Death, ſaith he, nor 


n&thoſe variety of Cauſes ever- 


Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall tbere be 
any more Pain, Rey, 21. 4. VVV 


The Laſt Thing neceſſary to compleat the 


Bodies Happineſs in Heaven is, That it be 


raiſed as Immortal, as the Soul. For otherwiſe 
indeed its Felicity there wou'd be very imper- 


fect, all its other Privileges, and Powers, wou'd 
ſignifie but little, if this were wanting. The 
very Thoughts of a Diſſolution again wou'd 
undeniably diſcompoſe it, and the fear of 


being 


— 


12 ple Fulneſs of Fiy, 
being deprived of its ineffable Weight of Gloty 


_ wou'd. render it in ſome Degree uneaſy under _ 
it. If the Spirit of Him who raiſed up Jeſus 
from the Dead; had only Power to quicken 

our Mortal Bodies, and not give unto them 
Eternal Life, I very much queſtion, whether 
tbe wiſeſt Part of Mankind wou'd be fond of 

a Reſurrection, when they knew they muſt be 
liable to the Alterations of Time again, and the 
Dominion of Death. If it were not for the 
Hopes of a joyful Reſurrection to Life ever- 

_ laſting, this preſent Life wou'd be almoſt in- 
ſupportable, eſpecially by good Men; and 1 
am apt to believe, that the other, if it were 
ſubject to the ſame ill Accidents wou'd not be 
much better. But God has promiſed it ſhall 
not be ſo. Our Corruptible, the Apoſtle tells 

us, as e Was moved by the Spirit of God, ſha// 
fut on Incorruption, and our Mortal ſhall put 
on Immortality; whereby it may be aſſured it 
hall never more be obnoxious to any Altera- 
tion or Change, Death will have no Power 

| over it, becauſe Death will be annihilated, and 
Sin too, the author of it, Neither will it be 
ſubject to Principalities, or Powers; becauſe it 
will be exalted far above them: Neither will 
tit decline with Age, or Sickneſs; for there is 
no ſuch thing in Heaven, as either. TheHealtn 
of the Righteous is from Ged, faith the Pfalmiſt, 
and therefore it muſt be perfect. The Bodies 
| ofthe Saints, like the Pictures of the Graces, will 

| be always Floridhing in Immortal Youth, 


At - 


% 


in HhePreſence of 6 0 D. 13 


And thus L have done with the Feliciey of the 
Bed 

FE now. to the Happineſs of the $04), 
which, as it excceds the Body i in the Purity of 
it's Na ature, ſo alſo it exceeds it in the Purity of 
it's Joys. And that it may be perfeQly happy 
in Heaven, it is neceſſary it ſhould be endow! 4 
with theſ: following Capacities, y | 


Firh, Of knowing GOD fully, and of com= 3 
piehending every thing it can deſire 16 - 
know of Him. 
5 Secondly, Of loving GOD above all Things 
_ Thirdly; Of living in an indeſectible State 
of Holineſs, 
Touri hi, Of living in Communion with 
800. £ 
Fus Of abiding with Him to all Eier- 
The Fir Capacity neceſſary t to compleat 
the blappineſs of the Soul, is that of knowing 
600 fully, ETC. All that we ſee here, or 
know of GOD in this Life, is only in his hin- 
der and lower Parts, 5. 6. In his Woch and in 
bis Works, which I Paul calls ſeeing Hin: 
bro a Glaſs darkly, and ka ng e Hin 
bat in part, 1 Cor. 13. 13. And truly a very 
ſmall Part, in compariſon of that immenſe 
Degree of Kn wledge, which we ſhall have of 
Him, when zue ſee Him Face to Face, and 
know Hi even as We are known, . Here. 


þ 1 > 24 AY 
OTE wIu _ 
0 


14 The Fulneſs of Foy, N 
we humbly believe, that GOD created tje 
World out of Nothing, and made us out of $ 
the Duſt of the Earth; but then we ſhall | 
know how He did it, and exactly the time 
when; and the great, and wiſe Reaſons why | 
; He did it no ſooner. Here again we believe = 
__thatGOD governs the World witely,and accor= - 
ding to His good Pleaſure ; {tho' we meet with — | - 
many Occurrences, we cannot account for ;) | 
but then we ſhall clearly ſee the Reaſons -of | 
| ſuch proceedings, and how neceſſary it is, that | 
d every thing ſhou'd be juſt ordered as it is. | 
Then we ſhall underſtand all the admirable _ 
|! Wiſdom of Divine Providence, which is here 
1410 great a Myſtery to us, and find out perfect- 
1 all the Works that GOD doth from the | 
Beginning to the End. Then we ſhall clearly | 
| fee how. the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ate 
One. How the divine, and humane Natures | 
were united in CHRIST, and the neceſſity of 
it do perfect our Redemption. Then we ſhall 
ſee the Myſteries of Grace unfolded, and how 
CHRIST is preſent in the holy Communion. 
I.gn ſhort, We ſhall know every thing in Hea-ñ 
ven we have adelice to know. For in behold- 
ing GOD Face to Face, we ſhall perfectly 
diſcern the Nature, Cauſes, and Ends of all 
Things, which are more conſpicuous in GOD, 
than they are in themſelves; for in Him there 
i a Confluence of the Perſections of all his 
Works, which nevertheleſs are infinitely In- 
ferjor co his own. Canſt thon by. ſearching 
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in the Proſenes of TO b. _ 


| find. out GOD, faith Zophar to Job, Chap. 


11. ver. 7. meaning it impoſſible (upon the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry ) to have a clear Knowledge 


of Him here? No, we muſt ſee Him as A | 
is firſt, in all his Divine Excellencies, before 5 


we can find out the Almighty to o Perfection. | 


Secondly, The Soul in order t to che comple- 


tion of it's future Bliſs, muſt be bleſſed with 
the Capacity of Loving 60 above all Things. 
The Love of the Soul to GOD in this Life, 


is very difficient, very imperfect; and the 


Reaſon of it undoubtedly proceeds from hence, 
cither becauſe it does nat believe in earneſt, 
that all thoſe great T hings which are faid of 
600, are true, or elſe becauſe it knows ſo 
little of his Divine perfections. For did it be- 
lieve more of GOD, it would love Him 
more; and if it knew Him better, it would 
love Him better. For when! itcomes to the = 
that the Perfections of all Creatures are con- 


centred in GOD, it will nevef more love 


them for their own ſakes, and as they are in 
themſelves, but love them 1 in GOD, and for 
| his fake, Then it will never more love the 
Creature, more than the Creator, (as it öf- 
ten does here, and pretend a love to the Crea- 


tor, (only for the Creature's fake ) who is 
lelſed for ever, Amen! Then it will be 


able to liſt up it's Voice to GOD, and to fav 
with Holy David, Ii hom have I in Heaven 
Put thee, &c. TIAL 71. 15. 
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Thirdly, The Soul, in order to it's ſal, 


and perfect Happineſs in Heaven mult be ca- 


able of Living in an indeſectible State of 
elne. It muſt be Holy, as G00 is Holy; A 


for where there is the leaſt Deſection from 


Holineſs, there muſt be Sin; and where Sin 
dc, there muſt be of Neceſſity Unhappineſs, 


5 and Miſery, . In Heaven we are aſſured in the 


21ſt of the Revelations, that nothing enters, 
that FR) Unclean ; and if lo, Sin cannot poſlibly 


Reer any admittance there, ſor Sin is the 


greateſt Uneleanneſs in the World. It is ſaid 


dy the Son of G0 ( ſpeaking of his faitb- 
ful Seryants) They ſhall walk with me in 

i Hhate, i i. e. 2 pure and perfect Innocence, free 
from all manner of Defilement and Pollution, 
becauſe. that they are worthy; i. e. fitted and 


made meet; diſpoſed, and e for 8 ; 


Peer Perſection. 


The Fourth Capacity neceſſary to 9 


theJoy of the Soul, is thatof living inCommu= 


nion with GOD. . ather! I will, (ſaid our 


Bleſſed Saviour, a little beſore his Paſſion, 


that thoſe whom thou baſt given me, (mean- 
ing the Faithful in general) may be with me 


ohe / Jam, that they may behold my Glory, 
"BC, Fob. 17. 24. It mult be a glorious Pri- 


Viledge to be :dmitted into Heaven, and there 


40 "ay and admire all the Glory of GOD, and 


JESUS, ( our great Redeemer, ) fitting at his 


Right Hand, Ms ariyed in the full 


Brie tnef: of it. „ But 


— 


in the Preſence Yi O D. T7 | 


But yet this wou'd not make the Son! 
"parſcaly Happy, unleſs it was -Capacitated, 
and, indeed, permitted too, to n at 5 
that Glory, which it ſo mach. admired. 


For the beatific Viſion, tho it be the Foun- 
tain of all our future Bliks : yet this, ſeparated 
from the Enjoyment of GOD, and the good 
Things He hath prepared, would never Ark 
fie the Longings of an immortal Spirit. For 


the more it law, and admired GOD, and thoſe 


everlaſting Pleatures at His Right Hand, the 
more it wou'd defire to have Communion with 
-GOD, that fo it might have a full Fruition of 
Both. And therefore it is ſtrictly neceMary, 
that the Soul, in the other World, ſhou'd 
capable of a free, and immediate Interceurſc 
with GOD, of living in perfed Harmony, 15 
Freedom with Him; otherwiſe I cannot fee, 
how it can poſlibly arrive to the higheſt e- 
gree of Bliſs, and be ie 1 Bleſſed to > the 
| utmoſt of i its 'Wikhes, | | 


But then you will ſay, If 1 to have Fellow- 
ſhipwith GOD, be the Perfection of all Jon, 

how comes it to paſs, that the Souls of the 

Faithful are not perfectly happy here? For 

we are told in Scripture, That they have Com- 
munion with the whole Divinity, in the Life | 
that now is. Our Fellowſhip, ſays St. John, 
is With the Father, and bis Son Feſus Chriſt, 
Job. I, 3 And St. Paul Prays, That the 
5 Cor- 
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Corinthians might live in tee with 
the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 12. 13. If a Man 
loves Me, faith the Lamb of GOD, He will 


keep my Words, and my Father will Jove | 
him, and We will come, 5 make our abode. 


with him, Joh. 14.23, Or as it is in the 
Third of the Revelations, verſe 20. I will 


come, and ſup with him, Ke. That is, be inti- 
mate together. To which 1 beg leave to 


Anſwer, That tho' the Soul is faid in Scripture 


to have Communion with GOD here, yet it 
is far ſhort of ſuch a Communion, as it will 
Enjoy with Him hereafter. For the utmoſt 
Fellowſhip, and Intercourſe our Souls can have 


with GO Din this preſent Life, is Mediate, 


to all Eternity. 


and IJnperfect; in Prayer, and Contemplation ; = 
in His Word, and in His Ordinances : But 
hereafter, He will diſplay all the Glories of 
His Divinity, and lay before us all the Treas 

ſures of Heaven open. : . 


The laf Capacity ed to eile the 
Joy of the Soul, is that of abiding with GOD 


the World. &crates, Plato, Tully, and Py- 


 thagoras, who are lobk'd upon t the wiſeſt of 
the Heathen World, believed the Soul to be of 
an Immortal Nature, and that at the Deceaſe 


of one Body, it either paſſed into another next 


Born,which Was Pythagoras s Notion, and ſo 
exiſted 


The Inmortality of the 
Soul, is a Truth, I think, acknowledged, 
by the moſt Learned Men of all Religions in 
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in the Preſence of G O P. 5 19 


exiſted in a perpetual Tranſmigration: or elſe 
that it went to the Elyſan Fields, which they 
ſuppoſed to be the Receptacle of the Soulsof 
Good Men; or elſe d , i. e. *uxo, or way 
being underſtood, to the Houſe or Place of. 
Hades, or ſome World unſeen, 
| The Mahometans, who are Turks, Sara - 
£1 cens, and Arabians, not only believe che Im- 
mortality of the Soul, but the Reſurrection of 
the Body too. In the Latin Edition of their 
Alcoran, tr anſlated out of the Arabic, you 
may find this, « ThatGOD will raiſe theDead, 
„ and make them to return to Him, that 
good Men ſhall be in Paradite, as Co-heirs 
FP with GOD. | ES 
The Patria «hs themſelves were 3 
1 of this Opinion. Jacob in Agypt, a 
little before his Death, deſired that he might 
be buried with his Fathers in Canaan, and 
Foſepb commanded his Brethren, that when 
they departed out of Zgypt, they ſhould car- 
ry his Bones with them; from whence I infer, 
that they believed the Soul Immortal, other=- 
. Viſe that Care had been ri-liculous, and vain. 
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the JEWS, believed the eternal Exiſtence of 
the Soul, but then it was by a kind of Pytha- 
gorean Tranſmigration; from whence likely 
- proceeded n they had of CHATS: 
Uh hat 


| : The Phariſees, the moſt famous Sect among 
0 
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that He v was —_ the 3 or Elias, or 


Pe ** one of the Px OW. dee Mat. 


1 


1 to the Sadduces pia in, | the: Caſe,) 


| I'think it indeed hardly worthy our Notice; 28 


for they not only, denied the Immortality of 


GOD, upon the account of his Soul, and not 


to prove this; but the Spirit, i. e. the Soul, 
ſhall return unte Wo, Who gave, 155 Eecler 


the Soul, but it's very Being too. they be- 
lieved no Relarrection, neither Angel, nor Spi- 


rit, and therefore 'tis kin they adinitted of. 


no GOD, tor. GD 1 is e 1 his e 
| are ney {#3 | | q 


It is the Obſervation of a Laarhed Joo that : 


the Soul muſt be Immortal, becauſe Men diſ- 
pute whether, it be Immortal or no; and his 


Reaſon is this, Becauſe fo noble a Thought 


« could never enter into the Mind, thro the 


cc. Medium of the Senſes only... 


Hence Iti is obfirvable, that has G OD 
made Man, it is faid, He formed, Him, i. e. 


his Body, out of the "Deſt of the Earth; it is 
not laid he: formed his Soul ſo, but chat He 


breathed into his Noſtrils the breath Lie, 
and ſo Man became a living Soul. And hence 
it is, that He is {aid to bear the Image of 


of his Body, which muſt return unto the Duſt 
again, I ſuppoſe there is no need of Scripture 
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in the Prefence of GO D. 25 


It was a puzling Queſtion which our 8-— 
viour put to Martha, whoſe Brother Lax a- 
rus was juſt then dead, when He asked 


her, whether ſhe believed what He ſaid, 
when He told her, that He that belie- 
wed in Him ſbould never die, i. e. His Soul 
ſhall not be ſubject to the firſt, or ſecond Deatn. 
He could not mean the Body likely, becauſe 
Lazarus was then dead, and yet La&arus was 
one that believed on Him. Now this is a plain 
Argument, that GOD has given to the Soul 
a a Capacity of Immortality, otherwiſe our Sa- 
Vviour could not have ſaid what He did. 


And now I have done with my Second Ob- 


ſervation, namely, That the Happineſs of 
Heaven, or the Pleaſure ariſing from the Pre= 
lence of GOD, is intirely Perſect, and wants 
nothing to compleat the Joy, both of the Body 


and the Soul. 


J proceed now to my Third, and Jaff Ob- 


ſervation, which is, That the Happineſs of 
Heaven is perpetual, and endleſs, And at thy 

Right Hand, there are Pleaſures for ver- 
"a EE 8 75 


From what I have already faid of the 

Immortality of the Soul, and of it's happy 

Body too, after GOD has glorified it, I wink 
done may infer, and that neccfarily too, that 
the Pleaſures of * can haye RO Peried 
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at afl. For to what end ſhould the Body he. 

raiſed again out of the Duſt, and e to 
ijtt's Ssgul to exiſt for ever with GOD, mg it Drs 
BL te to Enjoy Him? Fe i , 


2 Morethan this the erlag neſs of GOD 

* Exiſtence is a conſpicuous Been that 
| Heaven muſt endure as 8 as GOD does, and 
| thats to all Eternity, 1 


E Beſides, The We 6 of perfect Happines, „ 
1 implys it's infinite Duration; for it can con- 
[1 | Iſt 10 nothing leſs than an endleſs Fruition 
Ht of eyery thing we can defire, which the very 

8 Thoughts of a Deprivation would 885 


5 Laſh, The Declarations of that pure, nnd 
unerring SPIRIT (I mean the Holy Ghoſt ) un- 
canteſtibly confirm it. St. Peter bleſſeth 
6000, by it's Influence and Direction, Which: 
With be, hath begotten us again untoa lively 
eee by the ReſurreFion of Feſus Chriſt from 
\f 8123 8 the De ead, to an Inheritance incorruptible,and 
[4 | Zhps fadeth not away. See the Hirt En” 
ter of his firſt bo AE. Fer. 3. 4. 
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. ohn being in a divine Estaſy, (which 

he calls being in theSpirit, becauſe then he was 
| wholly ſubject to it's Conduct, and Influence). 
Vas moved by it to declare, (having then a 
| | Viſion of Heaven beſore him,) that he beard 
1 carry: Creature which is in Hear, en, and * 

he 
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| the Earth, and under the Earth, and fachas 
are in the Sea, and all that are in them, 
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in the Preſence of G O D. 23 | 


(meaning rational Beings, ) /aying, Bleffing, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be unto 


Him that 2 ftteth upon the Throne, and unto 


the Lamb for ever and ever, Rev. 5.13. From 
whence tis certain, that this Service, or rather 


Pleaſure of Bleſſing and Praiſing GOD, will 


never ceaſe, neyer have an End; but be the 


Exerciſe, and Joy of holy Men, and Angels 


to all Eternity. 


Now to the King Eter nal, Imwirtal, 1 


viſible, the only aw, F, GOD 7 in Whoſe Pre- 
Pence is Fulneſs of Joy be all Honour, and 


Glory; all ng,” and Dominion; 3 or ever 


and ever, Ame 
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